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greatly at the action of Babul, no military operations of any
importance took place in Bengal for the next forty years,
II. THE FIGHT WITH HYDER Au FOR SOUTHERN INDIA,
1767-1782
We must now turn to Southern India, where the forces of
the Madras and Bombay Presidencies were for the space of
over thirty years to be engaged in an intermittent but, at times,
life-and-death struggle with the most formidable of the native
powers, the state of Mysore.
The ruler of this kingdom in 1767, when our narrative
begins, was Hyder All, a soldier of fortune, who had risen by
his own ability from a lowly position in the army to the throne
itself, and a man whom the British would have done wisely
not to'antagonise. But though Warren Hastings, the first
and perhaps the greatest of our Governors-General, was in
nominal control at Calcutta, his power over the other Presi-
dencies was but slight; moreover, he was preoccupied by the
internal squabbles of his own Council. The Madras Govern-
ment therefore foolishly let itself be induced by the bribe of
a cession of the Northern Circars to co-operate with the other
great ruler of Southern India, the Nizam of Hyderabad, in a
joint aggression against Mysore. Before the operations had
even opened, the British commander, Smith, realised that his
Government had been duped, and that Mysore and Hyderabad
were secretly planning an attack on Madras ; he swiftly with-
drew his force, succeeded in effecting a junction with a
second column then on the point of invading Baramahal, on
the eastern border of Hyder's territory, 2nd found himself
at the head of just over 10,000 men wherewith to make head
against an adversary more than seven times his own numbers.
Smith's conduct of his campaign was in every respect
admirable. Twice he checked the overwhelming masses of
his foes in the neighbourhood of Trincornalee, but his army
was short of everything that enabled it to live and move, and
exploitation of his success was out of the question. But he
had held off his enemy for a considerable period, and when
he finally went into quarters he had the satisfaction of knowing
that a series of vigorous operations in the Northern Circars
had frightened the Nizam into abandoning his ally, and that
the incursion of a British force from Bombay on the Malabar
coast was raising trouble for Hyder in his rear. Thus, in 1768,
he was able to commence an invasion of Mysore itself from
the north-east, while a column under Wood, operating in
Baramahal and to the south of it, secured his left*